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February 15, 2012

Members, Senate Transportation Committee
Washington State Legislature
Olympia, WA 98504

Dear Members,

I am writing on behalf of the statewide Childhood Obesity Prevention Coalition where we are
always on the lookout for policy solutions that make the health choice easier for our children
and all WA citizens. We are in support of HB 1217. This bill, which would give cities and towns
the authority to set speed limits to 20 miles per hour on non-arterial streets, cuts red tape,
enhances local control and can enhance the safety of our streets.

In addition, HB 1217 also can contribute to the many current efforts now underway to battle the
obesity epidemic. We need all the help we can get to make the healthy choice easier in our society
and providing cities and towns with the tools to create safer streets can be an important part of our
overall strategy to get our citizens moving more on a routine basis.

So while we need to continue to work directly with children, families and schools on various
facets of obesity prevention, we also need to develop policy solutions in the transportation
sector like HB 1217 that support safer streets that can enable daily physical activity.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Victor Colman, ID
Director, Childhood Obesity Prevention Coalition

Cc. Kelly Simpson, Staff Coordinator — Senate Transportation Committee
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